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grudgingly touch him, but they must lovingly embrace him and
serve him. The touch must be a token of true penitence even as
we expect the Government to be truly penitent regarding the many
wrongs done to us. No niggardly acceptance of the inevitable will
appear pleasing to God. It must be a thorough change of heart.
We must share our schools with them, we must share our public
places with them. We must nurse them in their sickness as
we would nurse a brother. We must not be their patrons. We
must not twist religious texts against them. We must expunge
texts that are of doubtful origin and are capable of interpretation
against their human rights. We must gladly give up custom that
is against reason, justice and religion of the heart. We must not
ignorantly and superstitiously cling to bad custom and part with
it when we must, like a miser parting with his ill-gotten hoard
out of pressure and expediency.
I have dwelt at length upon untouchability because I have
received wires and letters warning me against accepting assurances
of compliance with the Congress condition about untouchability.
They tell me that the Andhras are not ready to give up untouchabi-
lity, I urge the leaders to be strictly on the watch. The slightest
deviation from the right path will irreparably injure our cause,
God requires the purest sacrifice. Hinduism is on its trial equally
with Islam and Christianity. Hindus will be false representatives
of their religion of the Upanishads, which recognizes no privi-
lege but that of merit and which accepts nothing that does not
appeal to the heart and reason.
The Andhras are a virile people proud of their traditions.
They are a devoutly religious people capable of sacrifice. Much
is expected of them by the country and I have every hope that
they will not be found wanting. They will lose nothing by wait-
ing if they are not ready for exact fulfilment of all conditions*
But they will lose all and ill-serve the country if they go to battle
without full preparation.
Young India, 2-2-1922